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i i t in India: Examining the
eeting SDG Under-five Mortality Targe ng
; Siggniﬁ::anne of EAG States Performance and Determinants

Padma Suresh Mandala®*
Shilpa Chaudhary**
Padma Priyvadarshini***

Abstract _ | f .
The present study examines the pragress made towards achieving the 5”-?’”“”“'“'” L::'W '”I;T::HHE:Z
(SDG) target of atiaining an under-five mortality rale f U.'FMHiJ of 25 by 2030 in stafes ﬂr:m:.;:f; ! ﬂrm : ;E
of India with a focus on the performance of Empowered ..-'IE'HI'?_H Group {EAG} mmﬁﬂ f .,' if},} he
role of socioeconomic and maternal and child health interventions affecting U3 Hi. rfjanfu: f s‘ : Ed "
sample survey data from the National Family Health Survey (NFHS 3), 3 0i9-21 srows IMU.'F:J; !i e
states are amongst the states with the highesi USMR. Moreover, the difference in mean

EAG and non-EAG states is shown to be statistically significant. The mu!.ri‘vjf;';:rj ﬁrﬂx:’:: é;f;:rr; ;::5:;
' ali " population, vaccination af children, an .
that female education, sanitation, percentage of SC pap ke, o TG

irths of order three or more are key variables explaining variations in : £

.i::;:; hirs on average higher Ujﬁi‘ﬁ?};.frma non-EAG states as :‘.Fn::' regression meff,i.fr“nem j_'nr rk;; ff;ﬁ':;:::
dummy variable is highly statistically significant given the mmna_.’es..ﬂrti pw:}m_gmg:m-cf; 1 nt .:.fr.-.lg
in EAG states contribute to the prevalence of high child mortality indicating that high USM is no ll;’ y e
1o econamic backwardness but is also due fo the complex interplay a}.' several n:!:r.rga' ch{;rs.ﬂr r:::;: W
education, and employment, and social norms pertaining 1o early marriage, early child birth, a ;'aﬁ;:ﬁmn,r
modern family planning methods, sanitation, access 1o maternal and child he:i!{h care eic. H:j,f g ==
factors affecting USM that intersect with economic backw_ardne.u. In addition n::r improving 1,?':5 P
socioeconomic conditions and in particular, women's education and empfm'ermm.', the pcg:er arg s
the quality of health care services pmw'dea}g}y sch em? !iil'e ?féﬂ:fﬁ-i Cg:dﬂf::;t:;gggﬁj ;:-:ﬁff s
can play a critical role in reducing urrder_- ive martality in stafes. o aofcla

' v cub-national inequities in USMR need to be addressed with jocal-lever po
ﬁ;;;::i;;;ﬁi ;;;I:;:fng quality of heal r:g care services and increasing resources, as well as ensuring more

efficient spread of resources targeted towards marginalized communities in EAG states.
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Introduction . _
Feedoe fiuns moedality rate (1SMR) is the probability of dying between birth and ET_‘aE“F fi".c }I%ﬂr.s of
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