Tulsi’s Bharat and Shakespeare’s England :
A comparative view of 16th century literary
landscapes

Pooja Sharma
Arerstnat Projecsor
Sri Pembateswara College, Usiversine af Delld

Ahstract :

William Shakespeare is a familior name for Indian stdenis of English literafure,
However, they aften think of the Bard on Western jgvms and are unahle i reconcile
Inclian perspectives with Shakespearenn works and smdies, Thiz paper arpues thai o
resolve this dilemima, Englivh elassrooms must abandon isolationism and Infroduce
Gaswami Thlsidas in o comparative framework. I wonld grve studenis a chance fo
explore two conlempirary wiiters whe made thelr mark in their respeciive paris of
the wirld

Thix paper fakes o balanced approackh o provide o comparaiive view of the fwa
fiterary landscapes represented by Tulsidas ond Shakespeare. respectively. This paper
#x hosed on classroom experience aof introducing Shakespeare 1o undergraduate Indion
itudenin by giving Tliidas ax o poinl of refereace. The paper aiso argues thal this
comparative view is essertial for learners who are instinctively more familiar with
Tulsi. than kix contemporary Shakespeare. and @ comparalive referenice 1o Indion
ferary nndicape of the tme helpe learmers locate the historical hme fraome and
Eives fearmers a familiar point of reference
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Introducticn ;

In Avgust 2018, s prominend Indian
publisher created a storm on soecial media

thai post-colonial studies had failed fo
address in India It was a sod commentary

platfiorm X (then Twiiter) when she wrote,
S50 when Shakespeare was writing, who
was writing in India? | can’t think of an
early modern Indian writer?™. The Tweet
sparked a debate on the gap in education
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on elite Indion literary circles where
Shakespeare had become a natural point
of reference and Tulsidas was hard 1o
remember
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